[Clinical study of sarcomatoid renal cell carcinoma].
Patients with sarcomatoid renal cell carcinoma are rare and have poor survival. We evaluated 14 patients who had renal cell carcinoma with a sarcomatoid component between 1982 and 2000. There were 9 men and 5 women with a median age of 59.5 years (range 32 to 77). Seven patients had a tumor on the right side and 7 on the left side. Thirteen patients had some symptoms and 11 had metastases at the initial visit. Most of them were stage T4 and high nuclear grade cancer and showed elevated acute phase reactants. There were 7 patients followed by interferon therapy, and the cause-specific 5-year survival rate was less than 10%. We confirmed that renal cell carcinoma with a sarcomatoid component often showed local invasion, distant metastasis and poor prognosis.